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PP  RUEHAG  RUEHBI  RUEHCI  RUEHLH  RUEHPW  RUEHROV 
DE  RUEHAH  #1324  2780739 
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TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  1657 

INFO  RUCNCLS/ALL  SOUTH  AND  CENTRAL  ASIA  COLLECTIVE 

RUCNCIS/CIS  COLLECTIVE 

RUCNMEM/EU  MEMBER  STATES  COLLECTIVE 

RUEHAK /AMEMBASSY  ANKARA  4357 

RUEHBJ /AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  2169 

RUEHKO /AMEMBASSY  TOKYO  2034 

RUEHIT/AMCONSUL  ISTANBUL  2605 

RHMFISS/CDR  USCENTCOM  MACDILL  AFB  FL 

RUEAIIA/CIA  WASHDC 

RUCPDOC/DEPT  OF  COMMERCE  WASHDC 

RHEBAAA/DEPT  OF  ENERGY  WASHDC 

RHEFDIA/DIA  WASHDC 

RUEKJCS /JOINT  STAFF  WASHDC 

RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHDC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF  WASHDC 

RUEHVEN/USMISSION  USOSCE  2941 

CONFIDENTIAL  ASHGABAT  001324 

SIPDIS 

STATE  FOR  SCA/CEN,  EEB 
PLEASE  PASS  TO  USTDA  DAN  STEIN 
ENERGY  FOR  EKIMOFF,  THOMPSON 
COMMERCE  FOR  HUEPER 

E.O.  12958:  DECL:  10/04/2018 
TAGS:  PREL  ECON  EPET  ETRD  TX 

SUBJECT:  TURKMENISTAN:  TAGIYEV  SAYS  GAFFNEY-KLINE  AUDIT 
REVEALS  24  TRILLION  CUBIC  METERS  IN  GAS  RESERVES 

REF:  A.  ASHGABAT  1181 
I.B.  ASHGABAT  1139 

Classified  By:  Charge  Sylvia  Reed  Curran  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) . 

^1 . (C)  Wintershall  manager  Kal  Sandhu  told  Charge  October  3 
that  Deputy  Chairman  for  Oil  and  Gas  Tachberdi  Tagiyev  had 
recently  told  him  that  the  just  completed  Gaf f ney-Kline  audit 
shows  that  Turkmenistan  has  24  trillion  cubic  meters  in  gas 
reserves  in  South  Yoloten,  Osman,  and  Yashlar  fields. 

Tagiyev  had  shared  this  information  during  a meeting  with 
visiting  Wintershall  board  members.  Tagiyev  also  said  the 
results  would  be  released  publicly  at  the  end  of  October  in  a 
meeting  with  the  diplomatic  corps. 

1[2 . (C)  COMMENT:  We  had  heard  from  other  sources  (reftels) 
that  audit  results  would  show  huge  reserves.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  Turkmen  officials  are  confident  about  their  resources. 
Nevertheless,  having  a vast  reserve  of  natural  gas  and  being 
able  to  extract  it  are  two  different  things.  We  remain 
convinced  that  the  Turkmen  will  be  unable  to  meet  production 
goals  without  the  help  of  western  majors.  END  COMMENT. 

CURRAN 


